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A. ACCIDENT 
 

Location: Phoenix, AZ 
 
Date: July 27, 2007 
 
Aircraft: N13TV (CH 3), American Eurocopter AS 350 B2 
 N215TV (CH 15), American Eurocopter AS 350 B2 
 
Operator: N13TV, Mac American Communications 
 N215TV, US Helicopters, Inc. 
 
NTSB Number: LAX07MA231A/B 

 
 
 
B. SUMMARY 
 
On July 27, 2007, about 1246 mountain standard time, Channel 3 (CH3) and Channel 15 
(CH15) News helicopters, N613TV and N215TV, respectively, collided in mid air while 
maneuvering in Phoenix, Arizona. Each helicopter was an American Eurocopter AS 350 
B2. Mac America Communications and US Helicopters, Inc., were operating the 
helicopters under the provisions of 14 CFR Part 91. The commercial pilots of both 
helicopters and one photojournalist in each helicopter sustained fatal injuries. CH15 
departed Scottsdale, Arizona, at 1222, and CH3 departed Scottsdale at 1232, as local 
corporate flights. Visual meteorological conditions prevailed, and no flight plans had 
been filed. 
 
 
C. DETAILS OF THE INVESTIGATION 
 
The electronic news gathering (ENG) helicopters were covering a police pursuit on local 
streets. The suspect's vehicle had been moving, but he stopped, abandoned it, and 
acquired another vehicle. The collision occurred during this transition.  Both main 
wreckages came to rest approximately 75 feet apart in a city park. 



Witness information was gathered from several sources.  The Phoenix Police Department 
supplied the majority of witness contact information.  In addition, multiple calls were 
made to the NTSB Communications Center and the local Federal Aviation 
Administration Flight Standards District Office.   
 
A news pilot flying with the group indicated that there were five news helicopters and 
one police helicopter in the air at the time of the accident. He indicated that the accident 
helicopters were positioned a reasonable distance apart when he first noticed them. The 
police helicopter then broadcast that there was going to be a car jacking.  He glanced 
away for a moment, and looked back to the accident helicopters while flying toward 
them. He noted that they had moved closer together. Shortly thereafter, they impacted. 
He could not say for sure the relative position of each helicopter, but noted that after the 
collision, CH3 broke into many pieces. CH15 remained in the air for a second, and then 
dove nose-first into the ground. 
 
In summary, statements indicated that the accident helicopters were flying close together 
above the police helicopter during a car chase.  Many witnesses could not discern which 
helicopter was CH3 (white with orange markings) and which helicopter was CH15 (dark 
in color).  Some witnesses reported that the tail sections of each helicopter came together 
prior to the collision.  Multiple witness reports indicated that CH3 was higher than CH15, 
several witnesses could not discern the helicopters’ altitudes relative to each other, and 
some witnesses reported that the helicopters were at the same altitude when the impact 
occurred.  Numerous reports indicated that CH3 was hovering, and CH15 was 
repositioning when it impacted CH3 on its left side and from below.  Other witnesses 
reported that both helicopters were moving around at the time of the collision.  Another 
witness indicated that CH15 was relatively stationary when CH3 entered the area and 
banked right in what appeared to be an evasive maneuver, prior to impacting CH15 on its 
right side.  When the helicopters collided, some witnesses reported that their main rotor 
blades came together; others reported that the main rotor blades of CH15 impacted the 
skids of CH3.  Several witnesses saw one helicopter come in front of the other helicopter.  
No witnesses reported any abrupt maneuvers, unusual sounds, or smoke and/or fire, prior 
to the collision.  Multiple witnesses indicated that CH15 remained relatively intact, 
excluding the main rotor blades and that CH3 separated into many pieces, prior to 
descending to the ground. 
 
D. EXHIBITS 
 
As noted previously, several information-gathering sources were used to obtain witness 
information.  Summaries of the statements follow. 
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